[Regional disparities in the management of dialysed patients in France in 2003].
Epidemiologic data on end-stage renal disease (ESRD) treated with renal dialysis remain sparse and incomplete in France because there is no national registry of dialysis patients. The aim of this study was to determine the characteristics (age, gender, comorbidities, associated handicap) of patients treated with renal dialysis and to compare the dialysis regional practices. We performed a cross-sectional descriptive study from June 2 to June 8, 2003 in all renal dialysis units by enrolling all the patients residing in France with ESRD who were dialysed during that week, irrespective of the treatment they received or where they were being treated. In 2003, the type of dialysis units available and the technique they employ were quite different from one region to another, varying from 41.1 to 70.2% for highly specialized unit, 9.4 to 48.4% for self-care hemodialysis, and 2.9 to 26.5% for peritoneal dialysis.